Author Linda Curtis assured us Woodland Carex do well in shady 

gardens.

The plants can be raised from seed,  but the so-called seeds are  

actually achenes

in tiny sacs,  and should be planted in a pot with some forest soil  

(for mychorrhiza fungi)  and set out side for the winter to stratify.


The first year plants are similar to grass seedlings, but their  

three-ranked leaves

become obvious as the next leaves develop, unlike grasses that are  

two ranked.

Plant them as you would any transplant, but set out a label beside  

them because they will look like grass weeds at first. Another way is  

to cut out the bottom of a pot and plant the seedling in the  

bottomless pot as a marker. Carex are perennials and the first year  

plants will not produce a seed head, but the second year might. The  

end of the second year,

plant the clump in a bigger pot because the third year Carex clump  

will grow in its

stately  "poser" form. Plant it in a bottomless pot that is concealed  

by mulch, or place it in an elevated urn to allow its radiating  

leaves full motion in the winds.


Carex produce long stemmed culms with unique seed heads that nod and  

sway in breezes, making them a favorite in tranquility gardens. See  

Linda Curtis's photos of woodland Carex species at  

www.curtistothethird.com.

